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(54) A location-dependent message system 

(57) A system comprising a device 2 which can be carried by a user and a transponder 1 which can be 
mounted at a specific location; the device having means 3 to communicate with the transponder when the 
user is within a predetermined distance from the transponder to cause the transponder to transmit a code 5 
specific to the location; the means 3 receiving the location-specific code and employing the code to retrieve a 
message providing location specific information, eg a spoken message, to the user from a random access 
store 7 for playback (at 8). A number of transponders can be provided at respective different locations each 
with it's own code to trigger a different message. 
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A location-dependent message system 

The present invention relates to a message delivery system which is automatically 
actuated when a user approaches a particular location to provide a message for the 
user associated with that location. 

The particular intended use is be a means of providing location-specific voice 
information for the blind, but the system could be used wherever an automatic location- 
dependent message was required - e.g. to provide information to users of museums 
and art galleries or for tourist information. 

In the preferred form infra-red transponders are mounted at the locations required and 
are interrogated by an infra-red signal from a device carried by the user to cause the 
transponder to transmit a code designating the location. Each transponder can be set 
to transmit a unique code. The location code is used by the device to retrieve the 
relevant message from a random access store and play the message to the user. The 
preferred storage device for the messages is a recordable mini-compact disc system; a 
large number of messages can be easily recorded and a simple track number code can 
be used for retrieval. 

The transponder system need not use infra-red - any suitable remote 
transmission/reception system can be employed. Any form of message storage system 
which allows the random access of a particular message associated with the received 
location code is possible - solid state memory storage, for example. 

The accompanying drawing shows an example of the basic arrangement. Reference 1 
designates one of a number of transponders mounted at particular locations and 
reference 2 is a unit carried by the user. A signal transmitter/receiver 3, transmits, either 
continuously or periodically, a signal 4 which is received by a transponder 1 when the 
user approaches a location. The transponder 1 responds by transmitting a signal 5 
which carries a code representative of the location and this is received by the unit 2. 
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The location code signal 6 is passed to a random access message store 7 and is used 
to retrieve a message particular to the location which is played via output device 8 e.g. 
a loudspeaker, earpiece, or headphones. 

The transponder 1 and unit 2 preferably communicate using coded infra-red 
transmissions, but radio frequency, laser or any suitable means could be used. The 
message store 7 is preferably a mini-CD (recordable compact disc) player, and the 
location code input 6 can be a track number for the disc; but any medium capable of 
storing information for random access in response to a specific input signal could be 
employed. 

While audible, particularly spoken word, messages are particularly intended, it will be 
appreciated that any randomly accessed stored signal which might be appropriate for 
retrieval and use at a specific location could be employed to produce, for example, non- 
verbal sounds, pictures or displayed text. 
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CLAIM 



A system comprising a device which can be earned by a user and a 
transponder which can be mounted at a specific location; the device having 
means to communicate with the transponder when the user is within a 
predetermined distance from the transponder to cause the transponder to 
transmit a code specific to the location; the device having means to receive 
the location-specific code and employ the code to retrieve a message from a 
random access store which provides location specific information to the 
user. 
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